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PREFACE.

Soon after the death of Bishop Asbury measures were
put on foot to have a full hiography of him prepared.
Dr. 8. K. Jennings, at thal time one of the most sehol-
arly men of the Church, was selected to do the worl,
After a considerable lapse of time, he roturned the ma-
terial placed in his hands and declined to go any farther.
In the meanlime the journals of Bishop Ashury were
published; and as they partly served the purpose of o
memolir, none was prepared. Then the history of Dr.
Bangs and the more exiensive work of Dr., Abel Stevens
gave a full account of his labors; and over forty years
aga the Rev. Dr, Strickland sent to press “The Pioneer
Bishop,” which was a biography of Bishop Asbury. The
Rev. Dr. Janes made selections from his journals, and
thus prepared also a memoir in Asbury’'s own words.

It has seemed lo me, however, that a new life was
demanded, and [ have written it. 1 have velied very
largely on his journals, but have by no means confined
myself to them, I have freely availed myself of the la-
bors of those who have gone before me. I do not think
I have allowed any available source of information to be
negleeted. I do not think a biographer is an historian
in a genoral sense, and think that, however one may he
tempted to turn aside from the direct line his work
marks out, he shonld resist the temptation, and so T
have confined mysclf as strictly as I could to the pari
which Asbury himeelf acted in the history of the
Church. Nor do I think a biographer is an advocate or
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an apologist. It is his business to teil what the subject
of his writing was, and what he did, and leavo others
to form conclusions for themselves. There are always
matters in which the biographer and the subject of his
writing are not fully agreed, and things of whose non-
existence he would have been glad; but above all else,
he must be honest and conceal nothing. There are few
things in Asbury’'s life which ask for defense, and ncne
which ask for concealment. He was so closely con-
nected with the beginniugs of things in the Methodism
in America that the story of his life ix largely the story
of early Methodism, and I have traced his journcys and
given an account of his persenal conncetion with men
and places with a particularity which may sometimes
geem monotonous,

I de not thinle Asbury has had the place he is entitled
to in the history of the nation or of the Chureh, To no
one man was Ameriea more indebted than to him.

T have not given my authority for statements in
many cases, Those familiar with his journal will sce
how closely and how freely T have used it. [ have
studied, but I found it difficult, if not impossible, to
point out the page on which the statement was found
in many cases. Where I could give my author, I have
done so.

1 think this book is needed, and T hope 1t will do good.

GEonaE G. SmirH,
Macon (Vineville), Ga,
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FRANCIS ASBURY.

CILAPTER 1,
7451771,

Agbury’s Birth—TFamily of Jeseph Asbury—Childhood—Con-
version—Apprenticeship—The Local Ureacher—On a (ir-
cait—The Missionary.

RANCIS ASBURY was the son of Joseph As-
bury and Elizabeth Rogers, his wife. He was

born on the 20th or 218t day of August, 1745, ahout
five miles from Birminghan, Staffordshire, Ergland.

His father was a slurdy yeomun. a gardener for the

oreat folks, or perhaps a manager of the gentlemen's

estates.  He had 2 home of his own, was induogtri-
ous, sober, thrifty, and might have heen wealthy,

Asbury said, if he had not been so liberal.

The family whese name he bears, and frem whom
he probably sprang, were large landholders in Stal
fordshire, and John Evans, the father of “George
Eliot,” was & tenant on their estate. 1If Joseph As-
bury sprang from this slock, he was evidently one
of its poorer members; but what he lacked in vested
funds he made up in industry and capacity, and no
lord in England was more independent than the
good gardener of Staffordshire.

There were but two children in the little family,
one of whom, a girl, died in infaney. Joseph As-
bury was able and willing to give hiz only son &
good education, and senl him lo school early, and

)
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he was able to read at between six and seven years
of age. Dot the master of the school used 1o beal
the sensitive boy so cruelly that his distaste for the
schiool became fixed, and he was permitted 1o dis-
contlinne attendance upon it before he was twelyve
vears old. He was then employed as a servant in
a wealthy and ungodly family; but when he was
near fourteen years old, he chose the trade of a
saddler, and was apprenticed to a kind master, with
whom he remained until e was nearly of age.

1lis parents were Church-of-England people of the
best tyvpe, and Le was carefuliy brought up. “He
never,” he says, “dared an oath or huzarded a lie,
and was always a prayerful, religious child, abhor-
ring mischief and wickedness.” His comrades called
himm person; and when the brutal gchoolmastier so
cruelly flogged him, he found relief in prayer. The
good mother, always hospitable, and especially so
to preachers, invited a pious man—not a Methodist,
however—io her home, The young son was awak-
ened by hearing him talk, and began to be more care-
ful in atleniion to lis religious duties. The parish
priest, at whose chorch the family worshiped, was
not a cenverted man, and so the yoong inquirer went
to another ¢hnreh, apened to Whitefield’s preachers.
Here he heard the leading evangelienl preachers of
that day, and inle hiz Lands came the sermons of
Whitefleld and Cennick, which he read with great
interest. He beeanie anxious to hear the Wesloy-
ans, and sought them out, and joined their socicty;
and while praying with a young companion in his
father's harn, he was consciously converted. He
now hegan fo go among the laborers and farmers,
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and talk to them of religion, and al lis father's
house he frequenily held meetings.  1le met a class
regularly,  IHe seens to have had no license to
preach, but he was really a local preacher hefore he
was seventeen,  After some months, he exereised
his gifts in the Methodist chapel, and beeame, while
a saddler’s apprentice, o vegular local preacher. He
wag & cheerful and ready helper of the traveling
preachers, and worked diligently in the shires abont,
preaching three, four, and even five times o week.
After thus laboring for five years as a local preach-
er, he eniered the traveling connection,

He anys little of his work in England, and we do
not know from him what were the circuits that he
traveled ; nor does he mention any interviews he had
with Mr. Wesler, but he met him every year, donbt-
less, and Mr. Wesley learned fo vialoe the honest,
sturdy voung man, so faithful to the work put into
his hands.

Mr. Wesley liad heard the call for more laborers
for America, and sent Boardman and Pilimoor; andd
uow, in 1771, he needed others to help them. Young
Agbury volunteered to po,and, with Richard \Wright,
he was chosen for the distant field. T€ was his in-
tention to remain gix vears, and then return to En-
gland, but he never went back. The ten years whieli
had elapsed since he began his work as a preacher
had not been idle ones.  He had studied hard, and
improved greatly, It is evident that he had hecome
a preacher of no mean parts and of no insignificant
altainments bhefore he began his work in the new
world, It was a hard thing for him fo leave the
cood parents who had done go mueh for him, and for
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them to surrender their only cliild, but they cheer-
fully gave him up, and he went to Drisiol by M,
Wesley's order Lo take his departure on bis mis-
sion worls. :

Of Jogeph Ashury the sgon says little more than
hias been written above, He lived to be gquite an old
man, passing berond his fourscore vears. He was
cvidently a good man of uo remarkable paris.  As-
bury's mgther was a woman of good mind, and good
culture tor those times; a woman of deep piety, and
of great devotion to the Church., Asbury was an
alfeciionate son, and used a Liberal part of his small
income Lo add Lo the comfort of the good people in
England as long as they lived.

I1is early life was spent in close contael with the
best Engligsh people, and in his boyhood Lie was an
inmate of a gentleman’s family, and was thus trained
in the best school of manners, and aequired the most
refined (astes.  His access to and welcone into the
biest families of America after he became an Ameri-
ean itinerant were perhaps due in ne small degree
to his early training.

While his early education wasg not advanced, it

s correct as far as it wentl, and very great dili-
gence in after time made him a scholar of no mean
kind. When lie began the study of the languages
he daes not say, but not in all probability till after
he came to Ameriea; bul before he took his depart-
ure from England he had secored a very respectable
aeqnaintance with ihe best religious literature, and
especially with that excellent selection of hooks
from the old Purilans which Mr., Wesley had re-
published.
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With this equipment lLe presented himself as a
candidate for what was really a foreign mission, and
wiih littie idea of the great work lie was o o,
bade England 2 long and, as it proved, a last fare
well. Ee says aut little of the circumstances at-
tending his appointment, aund no one perhaps of all
Mrp. Wesley's preacners expected less what was 1o
be his future than he did. No man ever went to
i work with purer intent than this young circuit
preacher,  He eame, withh a spirit of perfect conse-
cration, to Diristol, which was the seaport from
which the American ships generally sailed to the
western  shores, and, in company with Richard
Wright, took shipping in the fall of 1771 to come to
America and asaist Bonrdinan and Pilmoor.



CIIAPTER II.
TrI=1TTE,

The Young Mizsionary— assage from Bristol—Incidents of the
Voyage—Arrives at Philadelphia—Goes o New York—View
of New York in 1771—Journey to Maryland.

FIVIIE missionary to Japan or China in 1396 makes

an easicr and a guicker passave than the two
voung Inglishmen made from Bristol to I'hiladel-

phia in 1771,

Richard Wright, (he companion of Asbury, seems
to have been unsuited to the worlk for which he vol-
unicered, and his career in America was not cred-
itable,

Asbnry was now in his fwenty-sixth vear, and
had been a preacher for ten years. He was intense-
Iy in earnest, and no man ever went on a mission
with greater pnrity of intentien. Hig father and
mother were poor, and it was evident that he lLad
made little by his preaching or his saddle-making,
for when lie reached Brisiol, from whicl port hie was
t¢ take shipping to Philadelphia, he had not a shil-
ling in his poclet.

The Bristol Methodists were, next to those of Lon-
don, the wealthiest Methodists in England. and they
raised a purse of ten pounds to gsupply the needs of
the missionaries. They forgot, however, that the
voviagers would need heds fo sleep on, and when the
ship was nnder way the vonng preachers found that

(6}
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'
they must be content with lwo blankets as a couch
across the scas.

The voyage was more than eight weeks long, and
they had preaching cvery Sunday. Sometimes the
winds were fresh, but the young preacher stood
propped by the mizzenmast and preached to the
somewhat insensible sailors, and in the weary week-
days gave himself to the reading of good bools,
He does not seem to have hiad many., He vead the
“Pilgrim’s Progress;” Edwards's account of the
oreat revival in New England which took place
thirty-five years before, and of which the good man
found but few traces when, o score of years after
thig, he entered New England himself; and the life
of M. de Renly, the (latholic ascetic, who had no
litite to do with 1he aunslerities to which (he early
preachers nnwisely subjected themselves. These
hooks, with the Bible, gnve him employnient during
the weary days of a tedious voyage. At lasi, aller
having been nearly two monihs on the way, Fhila-
delphia was reached. There wag a society here and
a hundred members, and a meetinghouse; and M.
Francis Ilarris met the long-looked-for reénforce-
menis, and took them to hig home. There was a
meeting that night, and Mr. Asbury and Mr, Wright
weni to it and were infroduced fo the Ameriean
Methodists, Mr. Pilmoor was here as pastor and
Mr. Boavdman was in New York, and after a few
days' stay, during which Mr. Asbury preached, he
then began his jonrney through the Jorseys to York,
as he called New York. The societics in those days
furnished a horse to the helpers and on horseback
the journey wag mado,
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Some years before this an English caprain who
bad lost one eye al Louisburg was in Bath, England,
and heard Me. Wesley preach. He was converted
and began to work as a lay preacher, and when he
was made barrack master in Albany, in America, an
oilice which seems to have demanded little atten-
tion, he began to work as a lay preacher in New
York, and went thence into the Jerseys and to Phil-
adelphia. He became 2 leading spirit among the
Methodists in both cities, and marked out a civenit
for himself between them.

Agbury met in Thiladelphia a Mre. Van Pelt, a
farmer from Staten Island, who had heard Liin
preach, and cousented, at his instance, to visit 1he
igland on his way to New York. There were a few
small gocieties in New Jersey which had been organ-
izod by Captain YWebb, but there seems to have been
none in Staten Island. Mr. Van Pelt and Justice
Wright, however, gave him their houses as preach-
ing places, and bhefore he reached New Yorlk City
he preaclied in the island.

About five years hefore Asbury came, in the house
of Philip Embury, an Ivish carpenter. the first dMeth-
odist germon in New York had been preached by
Emburyhimself.and he had meetings there. Captain
Webb came to his help, and wlhen the honse proved
to be foo small they went fo a rigging loft, and then
A stone chureh was projected and built, and in it the
Iittle sociely was now worshiping, When Ashury
came to the city he fonnd the society already organ-
ized and in working order. Captain Webh, Robert
Williams, and Mr. Roardman had all worked here.
New York was now guite a growing town. almost
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as large as Philadelphia. There were in It seven-
teen churches, Of these the Episcopalians had
three; the High Duteh, or Reformed (German, one;
the Low Duteh, or Dutch Reformed, two; the Lu-
therans, two; the French Protestants, one; the 'res-
byterians, two; the Seceders, one; the Daptists, one;
and the Methodists, one, The Methodists had gail-
ered a small goeiety, and some of its members were
men of substance. Among these was William Lup-
ton, who had married a rich widow and was a well-
to-de merchan{f. The elergymen of the Chureh of
England in the city were evidently friendly to the
new society, and each of them made a generous
contribution when the new chureh was buaili. Near
by the stone chureh a little parsonage had been
erceted, and a colored woman was secured as house-
keeper and maid of all work., Such supplies as the
preachers needed were furnished by Mr. Newton,
the steward. ‘The barber was employved to shave
them, the physician to attend them, and the charge
for castor oil indicates a proper. if not pleasaunt, pro-
vigion for the cure of their ailments. Mr. Pilmoor,
Mr. Williams, and now Mr. BDoardman. had pre-
ceded Mr. Ashupy. Mr. Williams and Mr. Pilmoor
had each heen furnished by liheral stewards with a
beaver hat which cost £2 5. apicee.®

When the voung Englishman, full of missionary
ardor, came into the city he found Captain Webb
and Mr. Boardman heth there. He began to feel
restless in a little while, and he expressed hig dis-
satisfaction to himself in his journal. The preachers,
he thought, ought to cireulate; they wece too fond

* Wakeley.




10 Fraxces Aspury.

of the eity. And so, afler a little while, he strock
out for himself to form his eircuit in the country
around, He went to Staten Island, Long Island,
Bast Chestler, and West Farms., He preached every
day in the week in the country, and then relurned
o the city for his Sunday work.

If Mr. Asbury had been a vigorous man in En-
gland, Lis health failed soon after he came to Amer-
iea. 1t was a rave lhing for him to be perfectly
well alter that, if we may jodge from his journal;
and, indeed, living as he did, he conld searcely have
hoped for health. He rose at four in the morning,
or soon alter, preached wihen he could al five, trav-
eled fiffeen or twenty miles a day over wretehed
roads, faced all kinds of severe weaiher, and ob-
served an entire fast one day in the week and a par-
tial fast on another. He did not find things 1o sait
him in New York. He was not well, and perhaps
he was o Iitfle exacting. Methodism was new in
Ameriea, and Mr. Newiou and Mr. Lupton and the
other {rustecs had heads of their own, and did not
sceilbings as he did; but as he was only to stay a little
while now, and as Mr. Boardman was in charge, he
said nothing about it save iu his journal. Afler a
few months aronund New Yorkand in it, he turned his
face toward Philadelplin, preaching in the villages
in Jersey along the way. New Jersey was thickle
peopled in that day, but it was not fruitful ground
for the Methodists. The Preshyterians had a strong
hold in the c¢olony, and during the dars of the Ten-
nents and 3Mr, Whitefield there had been a areat ve-
vival among them, and twenty vears hefore this the
college at Prinecton had been established. The
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Quakers were numerous, but the Chuoreh people
among whow the early Methodists found their first
adlierents were not many, yet in the towns Captain
Webb Lad founded a few societies,

Asbury now came to Philadelphia, where he ool
charge. Philadelphia was al that time the most
important city in America. It had been settled now
a hundred vears; all around it was a fertile land,
and it wag the market and trading center of the new-
Iy-seltled valleys of Maryland and Virginia, as well
as of Pennsylvania. The Quakers had now becoine
wealthy, respectable, and worldly. They Lad the
garb of (ieorge ¥ox, but the utilitarian spirit of
their lownsman, the enterpriging printer, Benjamin
Tranklin, was more common than the heavenly
mind of the earnest reformer. There were fervent
souls among them, but the mass was absorbed in the
one idea of making gain. There was a very {riendly
feeling ioward the gociefy on the part of the Church
people, and Captain Webb had organized a society
of a hundred souls, and fthey had bought an old
c¢hurch and had serviees regularly. There were a
number of conutry appointments attached to the
¢ity eharge, and Mre. Asbury preached somewhere
every day. He was a born disciplinarian. ITe de-
manded strict obedience to orders.  Ife gave it him-
sclf, and he expected it from everyone else. 1In his
endeavor to carry ont these measures in Thiladel-
phia he met very stern opposition, but while he felt
it keenly, it did net cause him to swerve. Ile re-
mained his three months in Philadelphia, and then
he went to New York again and relieved Me. Wright.
This young man, he said, had nearly ruined cvers-
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thing by having a general love feast. Il was ev-
ident 1o him that Mr. Wright bad been spoiled, and
he determiined to be on his guard. He watched all
men closely, and (Mr. Rankin thonght) somewhat
suspicionsly; hut he watched no one as he watched
iimself, sind demanded from no ope what he did not
ask from himsell. He was naturally genial and
cheerful, and conld have been a bright compauaion,
biut he thought it was wrong to he so, and reproached
himsclf for heing too light.  He was troubled on his
first visit to New York by certain things which need-
ed to be mended, and now when he was in charge he
fonnd himself where it was hig duly fo mend (hem,
ITig journal gives us an insight into the ansagoes of
the strongest society in America. There was pub-
lic preaching on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
nights. On Sunday there were two sermous, evi-
dently ouf of Episcopal Chuvrch hours. The society
was to have a private meeting on Sunday night.
The preacher was fo meet the children and the stew-
ards onee a week,

There was evidently a good understanding he-
tween the society and the Chorceh, and the rector
of .one of the churches seems fo have had a saera-
mental seevice at the chapel, and al this communion
there were negro communicanls, muech to Asbury’s
delight.  Things, however, did not go to suit him.
He was sure {hat he was right, but the stewards
did not =ee it so, and al last he was constrained to
fike the chlef among them, Mr. Tapton., to task., 1Te
told him plainly of how Le avoided him,of how he did
not attend the feaders’ meeting, how he appeared to
dissimulate, apposed the rules, and consulted peo-
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ple not in the society. Mr. Asbury was not twently-
seven years old, and had been less than a year in
America, and Mr. Lupton was a portly merchaut,
the wealthiest man in his charge; and so the daring
yvoung man was laken to iask by Mr. Newton, ag ali
who bave done the like ave (o this day. Mr. New-
ton complained of the manner in which the worthy
Lupton had been treated, and told Mr. Asbury plain-
ly that he preached the people away, and that the
whole work would be destroyed by him. This was
very painful, all of it; but just then he received a
letter from Mr, Wesley urging him to mind all
things, great and small, in the discipline; and so he
read the letter to the society, and went on his way
in spite of Mr. Lupton and Mr. Newton. The three
months of his time in New York, however. were
nearly over, and they soon ended, and ke left for his
new work in Maryland.*

*The facts concerning the New York society are largely
drawn from that valuable beok, “ Wakeley’s Lost Chapters.”



CHATPTER Il
IViE,

Journey to Maryland—Bohemia Manor- -Strawbridge—Freder-
ick County—View of Maryland—Asbury's First Round—
Goes to Baltimore—View of Baltimore—Into Kent County—
Conflict with the Parson—Sickness,

O no man does Maryland owe a greater debt
than to Francig Asbury. Ie worked a part
of every year for nearly {ifty years in her borders,
and in his palmy days gave to lLer his best labor.
He claimed Maryland as his howe, his dearest friends
were among her people, and near Baltimore his body
rests.  He came 10 America in the fall of 1771, and
in the fall of 1772 ke went to Maryland to aid Straw-
bridge, who had been at work for six years, and
wlo had laid out the ¢ircait which Asbury was now
to travel. Strawbridge had joined him in Phila-
delphia, and he and Asbury began their journey to

Marvland., They made their first stop at DDohemia

Manor. This was in Ceeil county, Maryland, near

the Delaware line, and had been a favorite stopping

place of Whitefield's, The section was settled by
old Fnglish and Huguenot families; and as Mr.

Whitefield came soutliward bhe found warm sympa-

thizers among these large planters. The Bavards,

Bouchelles, and Herseys lived here; and Mr. Wright,

Mr. Ashurey’s colleague, had been so delighted with

the people that he had spent his fiest three months

almost altogether among them., Ile was so much

attached 1o them that it was feared he would settle
{(14)
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there. We find many allusions to this excellent
neighborhood in the journals of the earlier preach-
ers, To reach Bolemin they. came through New-
castle and Chester, in Delaware, crossed the river
at a place he ealls Susquehanna, and began their
tirst round in western Marylamd.

Six years before, Strawbridge, a fervid yonng
Irishman, found himself in Frederick county, a pen-
nilegs immigrant. Around him was a large and
comparatively new settlement of English people.
Some of them were Quakers; many of them. like him-
self, Church-of-England people, but, unlike himself,
they were merely nominal Christians. They were
many of them well-{o-do tobaceo planters, with auite
a4 number of slaves, comfortable in their circuni-
stances, easy in their lives, orthodox in their faith,
but entirely ignorant of anything like spiritual re-
ligion. The gifted, earnest, pious young Irishmau
began on his own motion to hold meetings amony
them, and organized them into Methodist societies.
His preaching made a profonnd impression on the
community, and some of the best people in it joined
the society. They built a little log church. which
Asbury said was the first in America, and of which
. we shall hear after awhile. ‘When Boardman and
Pilmoor came, they found Strawbridee hard at
work; and now that a regular cireuit had been laid
out, Asbury ecame to aid him. Ashury lhad heen
only among the small farmers of New York and New
Jersey, but he now found himself in a colony where
there were Inarge plantations and many slaves. The
interior part of this country had been settled for not
much more than fifty vears; and as land was very
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cheap, and when first opened very fertile, and as
uegro labor was casily secured, ithe wealth of the
country wasg already considerable.

Although Maryland had been scttled by the Cath-
ulies, the Episcopal Chureh was now the establisbed
one: but all ¢lasses of Christian people were tol-
erated, and in this colony alone were the Roman
Catholics in any number. They were, however, con-
fined to the western shore, and were not many in
proportion to the Protesiant population, The Quak-
crs were numerous, and there were a few Baptists.
The bulk of the population were Church-of-England
people in their affiliations. The jonrnals of Asbury,
whiel were very full, reveal the religious destitu-
tion of this part of Maryland, Tle mentions the
chureh in Baltimore, the churelh in which Parson
West preached in upper Harford, a church in Fred-
erick City, and a church at Chestertown in Kent.
These were all the established churches he mentions.
There were in Baltimore (then a ¢ity of perbaps six
thousand people) chnrches of geveral denominations,
but, as far as we can see, few of any name outside
of it.

The preaching of Strawbridge had been in private
lieuses, and Asbury found these varions stations
opened to bim. A view of the condition of things
in Maryland at that tiwe can be recured only by
tooking with some care into the meniion he makes
of the varions homes which received him. He £ays
that hefore Strawhbridge came the people had been
swearers, cock-fichters, horse-racers, and drunkards.
but hiad hecome greatly changed, “illiam Watters
and Joshua Owings, two sterling voung men, had



Francis Aspony, k7

been led by Strawbridge to give thewmselves to the
traveling ministry, while Nathan 'erigau and Hew-
ry Watters were Jay preachers. Strawhbridge had
preached extensively in Baltimove, Harford, Car-
roll, and Howard conntics, and had secured the con-
version of a number of most excellent people, The
work of Strawbridge has not received its proper con-
sideration. Mr. .Asbury and tle strong-willed irish-
man did not always agree, and, it may be, he did not
rate his work as highly s it should have heen rated;
but the jonrnalg of Asbury show at leasl something
of what had already been accomplished by his pred-
ecessor,

The two preachers had begun ileir round in Har-
ford, and turned their course toward the northwest-
ern part of the state. They were received into the
homes of the planters, and for the first time since
Asbury had been in Ameriea he found himsell in
their houses. He was a stern yonug Englishman of
the straitest Wesleyan views, and when he visited
Dr. Warfield he was much shocked by the extrava-
gant headdresses of the polite ladies he inet there.
He went 1o Frederick City on this round. Here he
found a eonsiderable town. It had in it now two
German churches {the Lutheran and {he Reformed),
an Episcopal and a Roman Catholic church. Tle
went over into the Virginia (Colony te Winchester,
where he preached in an unfinished house. On his
return to AMaryland he stopped and preached at
Joshua Owings’s, who had been one of Strawbridge’s
first adherents. The widow Bond, whese hushand

ras & Quaker, and whose descendants have heen so
distingnished as Methodists (for she was the grand-
2
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mother of Thomas B, Bond, Sr., and the great-grand-
mother of Thomas E, Bond, Jr., the distinguished
aditor), received him into her house, which was a
preaching place; and Henry Watters, the brother of
William and Nicholas Watters, boih of whom be-
came digtinguished as Methodist preachers, was an-
other whom he met on his journey., Samvel Merry-
man, a4 pious Churclh-of-Ingland mwan, who lived in
a heautiful valley some twenty miles from Balti-
more, and Joln Emory, the father of Bishop Emory
and the grandfather of Robert Kmory, were already
Methodists. IFrom the home of Emory, which was
only a few miles from Baltimore, he made his first
entry into Baltimore town on December 25, 1772
An old map of Baltimore town, made some thirty
vears before Asbury came, shows that where ihe
busy city is now there were at that time only the pos-
sibilities of one; but in these thirty years it had
grown rapidly, and from Jones’s Ilon on the cast 1o
what is now Hanover street on the west, and from
Main (now Baltimore)} street to the Day, it wag some-
what thickly settled. 3. de Warville, who visited
it in 1TRD, says the streets were nnpaved and very
filthy, and there were abonut fourtcen thousand peo-
e in it. The country through which he passed fo
reach it was badly tilled, and the slaves were naked
and poorly fed; but the philosopher was in no hn-
mor fo see anything good in a slaveholding colony.
Where Ashnry preached on this visit he does not
sav, nor do we know who enfertained him¢ but on
his retarn we know he preached in the house of the
widow Tribulet, & memher of the German Reformed
Chureh, at the corner of Tribulet alley and Main
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(now Baltimore) street, and in the honse of Captain
Pulen, a clever and well-le-do Irishman, at the
Poinl. rom Baldmore, in company with several
good women — the widow Huling, Mrs. Rogers, and
sgome others — Le went 10 Nathaniel Pevigau’s, six
miles from the c¢ity, Nathaniel erigan was con-
verted under the preaching of Strawbridge, and be-
gan al once to worl, as did Owings and Watters.
He was 1he means of (he conversion of Philip Gateh,

Baltimore county was a very large county, in-
cluding what is now several counties. DBaltimore,
which was at this time a sinall town, and Joppa, on
the Gunpowder River, which was at that 1ime a de-
clining port, were the only towns of any size in this
western part of Maryland. Dost of the people were
poor, and lived in & plain way. Some families pos-
sessed a large holding of land and 4 consideralile
body of negroes. There were the Tlowards, Gonghs,
Ridgeleys, Carrolls, Iagers, and others, who had
large estates near the new ¢ily; but the mass of the
people were like Strawbridge—if they owned their
land, they had little besides. They lived in log
houses, and in a very simple way. The country im-
mediately around Baltimore was fertile, and the
country people eame to the Point to hear this zeal-
ous young Englishman. It is likely that at this time
he bhecame the means of the conversion of Savah
Grough, who, with her hnsband, was for so long a
time his most devoted friend. Aeccordine to Dr. At-
kinson, Mr. Pilmoor had organized a society in the
city some time before Ashury eame: if so, Asbury
makes no mention of it, nor does he speak of organiz-
ing one himself on this vigit. He had a large cirenit,
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which included all western Maryland. He belonged
to the race of circuit rviders. 1le preached in the
¢ity on Bunday, and went Lo the country, where he
preached every day. The roads were ¢xecrable; the
cold was very severe., In going to an appointment,
the very tears, as they fell, were frozen; but still he
went on,

The preachers met in quarterly meeting to divide
out the work, to receive their stipends, and 1o c¢onsnlt
about matters. Mr, Asbury, Mr. Sirawbridge, My,
King, and Isaac Rolling were at the Conference.
The Conference met at James Presbury’s, in what
was then Baltimore county, now Harford county,
Maryland, on ile 234 of December, 1572, Although
this is the first Quarferly Conference of which we
have record, it is evident that others had been held
by Mr. Strawbridge, who had begun to work on his
own responsibility, and at these he administered
the saeramwent. My, Boardman had guietly acqui-
esced in 1hat innovation, but 3re. Asbury did not
think it the thing to do.  AMr. Wesley had not done
g0, nor had he permitted his preachers to do g0,  Mr.
Boardman bad.not, Mr. Asbury had not, and he
conld not eonsent to this young Irishman’s eourse;
but for the sake of pence he withdrew his objec-
tions. and Strawhridee administered 1he sacrament
to no one’s hmrt ag far as we can see. On Sunday
Mr. Asbury fook the sacrament from the regularly
ordained parson West. The fands weve divided,
and for his three months” work Mr. Strawhridee re-
ceived £8 and Wing and Ashury £6 ecach. e
preached at this quarterly meeting, and gives og in
his journal a skeleton of his sermon, which wag saf-
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flciently practical, and, like most of 1he sermons of
those days, covered all ithe ground. The text was,
“Take heed unto yourselves,” “1. Take lheed to
your spirilts. 2, Take lheed to your practices., .
'Palke heed to your doctrines. 4. Take heed to your
flocks: (1) These under conviction; (2) Those that
ave true believers; () Those that are sorvely tempted;
(4} Those groaning for full redemption; (5) Those
who have backslidden.”  The appointments were
now made by a kind of mutval agreement, and Mr.
Asbury came to the Baltimore Circuit again, DBe-
fore this Conference he opened a new field.

On the eastern shore of the Chesapeake Day,
neavly opposite the counties of Baltimorve and Ilar-
ford, is and was the old county of Kent. It was the
first part of the gtate of Maryland which was set-
tled, and was at this time thickly populated, The
settlers were almost entirely English people. The
large German element in western Maryland had no
place Lere, The people were generally well-to-do
planters, who tived in the easy way of those times,
and were connected with the Extablishment. Meth-
odizsm had not made any decided impression on tliem
np to this time, but they were not, perhaps, entirely
unacquainted with the Methodist preacher, and
some of them were quite friendly to the Methodist
movement. Strawbridge and King had probably
made a tonr through Kent; but if so, they had or-
ganized no societies,

The rector of the parizh, however, was not dis-
posed to welcome the intruder on hix domain. Said
Mr. Ashury: “Mr. R. came to me, and desired to
know who T was and whether T was licensed. T
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told him who I was. He spoke great swelling words,
aned fold me ke had authority over the people, as he
was charged with the care of their souls, and that 1
could not and should not preach; and if I did, he
would proceed aguingt me aceording to the law,
[ let him know that [ came to preach, and preach I
would, and further asked him if he had authority
over the people and was charged with the ecare of
their souls, and if he was a justice of the peace. and
said [ thought he had nothing to do with me. He
charged wme with making a schism. 1 told liim that

I did not draw the people from the church, and
asl;mt him if his chureh was then open.  He told me
I Liindeved the people from their work. But [ asked
Iim if faivg and hovse races did not hinder them.
[ further told him that I c¢ame to help him. IIe
said he had not Lired an assistani, and did not want
my help. T told him if there were no swearers or
othier sinners, lie was sufficient.  But he said. “What
did yon come for?® I replied, ‘To turn sinners to
God,” He said, ‘Cannot T do that as well as you?’
I told i T Liad an ‘authority from God.' He then
langhed at me, and said, ‘You are a fine fellow in-
deed.” I told him T did not do this to invalidate his
nuthority, and alse gave him to undersiand that 1
did not wish to dispute with him: but he said he had
husiness with e, and came into the house in a great
rage. T began to preach, and urged the people to
repent and turn from their transgressions. that in-
iquity should not he their rnin.  After preaching,
the pfnu.un went ont and told the people they did
wrong in coming fo hear mes; that I spoke against
learning.”
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As the people had little use fov the parson, and
little taste for paying the tobacco demanded for his
support, this ehcounter did 1le young circuit rider
no bharm, but rather added to his popnlarity. He
found 4 good ficld for his work here, but he seems
to have tarried bot a little while, and 1hen be went
northward to the head of the FElk River and over
into Delaware, His work during this visit seems
to have been that of an explorer.  Ile does not ap-
pear to have organized wocieties, but preached, ax
he went, to white and black.

Iis stay in Maryland was nearing its close.  Mr.
Pilmecor was, perhaps, the ruling spirit among the
preachers, and he was not pleased with some things
his yvounger colleague did; and while Ashury was
on this visit he received a letter from him. He does
not tell us what was in it, bot speaks of it as “such
a lefter” Tie fact was doubtless that the younger
mwan had shown his independence, and Mr. Pilmoor
thought it was his duty to curb him. Asbury com-
forted himself with saying and feeling that God
knew. Poor Franciz, as he called himself, was
doomed all his life, and, as far as that s concerned,
for all the vears since he passed away. to be misnn-
derstood, and his motives misread; and perhaps he
did no little of the same work when lie made up
hig verdict concerning other people.

The upper part of Maryland borvdering on Penn-
sylvania was in his civcuit, and M. Steawbridge,
Abraham Whitworth, and Mr. King et him at the
quarlerly meeting at Susquebanna. The sacrament
does not scem to have been administered at fthis
time, but strict inqniry was made into the state of
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the societies. It was thought there were no disor-
derly members in the socicties., The people paid
their debts, bul the gnestions as to whether there
was no dram-drinking, whether band meetings were
kept up,and as to whether the preachers were blame-
loss, ave not answered.

Mr. Asbury, after this Conference, went to Balti-
more, but only to get ready for his journey to New
York, He had spent his first six months in Mary-
land, and had gone over nearly all the swestern part
of the state, but did his main work in what are now
Baltimore and Harford counties, in the meantime
paying a visit to Kent and Delaware.

The families Le mel with give us a glimpse of
what kind of people the fivst Maryland Methodists
were.  Heary Watters, the brother of William and
Nicholas Watters, was one of his first hearers. He
was already in the society. Charles Rideeley, Dr.
Warficld, Mr. Giles, Joseph Dallam, and Josghua
Owings, Mrs. Hnling, Mrs, Rogers, Nathan Peri-
gau, James Presbury, who was a relative of Free-
born Garrettsen. Mr. Merryman, and Mr. Emory.
were all of them among his hearers, and at many of
their honses he had a preaching place. The Quak-
ers were particularly kind to the early Methodists,
and he mentions them very often, Over in Kent
samuel Hingon, one of the old settlers, and a mem- .
her of 0 Msglingnished family, entertained him, and
bhecame a eonstant friend. There was in Kent a
Hinsgon's chapel named, doubtless, for him. He
preached very earnestly on his favarile theme, “TPer-
feet Love:™ and while he did not profess it himself,
lie was earnest in seeking it and urging all to seek it.
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Those who are familiar with Maryland and the
familics of Maryland can see what immpression had
even now been made. Mr. Asbury seems to huve
made a greater impression upon Baltimore and the
Point than any who had preceded him.  There were
now at work in that part of Maryland quite a num-
ber of workers, and at the Conference which met in
June, 1773, there were four preachers sent te Balti-
more, and five hundred members of the society were
reported. In New York and Philadelphia there
were one hundred and eighty each; in Virginia, one
hundred; in New Jersey, two hundred: but in Mary-
land, five hundred., They were chiefly found in Haz-
ford, Baltimore, and IFredeviek ¢onnlies.

After this Conference he returned to Baltimere,
but only to get ready for his journey to New York,
1o which place he went early in 1773,



CHAPTER IV,
1a-1774,

Asbury in Maryland Again—Goes {o New York—To Philadel-
phia—Mr. Rankin's Arrival—The First General Conference—
Maryland Once JMore.

1\/ R. WESLEY had appointed Asbury assist-

aut in charge of the work, bui he tcok be-

sides a regular ¢irenit, and was in New York in May.
He only remstined one week, however, and then went
to Philadelphia, visiting Staten Island by the way.
ITe kept his jonrnal with care, but says littie of the
incidents of his outer life, and merely mmakes record
of his religious experience and ol the sermons he
preached. He was not thirty vears old, but his pi-
ety was of the solidest sort, verging toward asceti-
cism. Judging frem his journal {here seems never
to have been a single intermission in his religious
fervor, but he had seasons of great depression,

Reénforcements had been called for from Iin-
gland and gent, and on June 1st Mr. Thomas Ran-
Lkin, Mr. George Shadford, and Mr. Yearby reached
Philadelphia direct from England, and from Mr,
Wesley.

AMr. Rankin superseded Mr. Asbury as general as-.
sigtant, aund immediately took charge of the socie-
tics. He preached his first germen in America in
Philadelphia, and Alr. Asbury thonght he would not
be admired as a preacher, buf he had good hope that
as a disciplinarian he wonld do well,

While he was in Philadelphia, like a good chureh-

(26)
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man as he wasg, ke went to church to receive the sace-
rament; and ilien the next week My, Rankin and
himself went to New York, where Mr. Richard
Wright was.  Mr. Wright does not scem to have
done anything grievously wrong, but he did not
please his more serions brothers; and the gight of
kim and other conenrring cireumstances “affécted
Me. Rankin so that he seemed to be cast down in
hig mind,” but after Mr. Asbury’s sermon hiy spirits
revived, and in the afternoon Mr. Rankin, Captain
Webb, Mr. Wright, nnd Mr. Asbury all went o S
Paul’s and received the sacrament.

Mr, Asbury left Lis new superintendent in the city
and visited hig old friend Justice Wyright on Maten
Jsland, He here found at his house one who really
belicved that we were regenerate before we repent-
ed. He gave the obatinate Presbyterian Mr. IMleteh-
er’s second Check, then just from the press, fully
persuided, we doubt not, that if that failed to cure
his heresy, his case was hopeless.  Mr. Asbury soon
returncd to New York and went fo work.

Mr. Lupton was still a little hard to please, and
charged the stern Asbury with winking at the fol-
lies of the people, and said some other hard things
sufficiently painful to the sensilive young preacher;
but as he was no longer general assistant, and was
not likely to stay long in New York, he bore the in-
dignity that the portly steward put upon him. and
went calmly on hig way.

There had not been up to this time & Conference of
all the preachers. Some of them had met togetherin
their gquarterly meetings, hut it was now decided to
call a General Conference, The name given to the
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little assembly of Methodist preachers which met in
Philadelplia in June, 1773, is the only feature of re-
semblance to the bodyof delegates who now meet un-
der that nawme every four years. The minutes of this
Conference have been preserved.  They cover about
halt a page of octavo paper. There were ten preach-
ers present and one thousand one hunderd and sixty
members reported us in 1he society, of which Aary-
land had five hundred, and Virginia one hundred.
Thomas Rankin presided, and fixed the appoint-
ments.  Mr. Asbury, Mr. Whitworth, and Mr. Year-
by were sent to Maryiand, to take up the work so
well begun,

Mr. Asbury went to-his cireuif and eame again to
Baltimore; and Mrs. Tribulet’s new house, on Main
street and Tribulel’s alley, was freely lent for a
preaching place. When it was known that there
was to be preaching, he had a good congregation,
He made another visit to lient, and to his friend
Mr. Hinson’s. e had gent poor, rough, and, alas!
unrclable Isaac Rolling to work in Kent., but the
people would not bear with his rough address and
perhaps slack morals.

We may now get an outline of Asbury’s eireuit,
With Baltimore for a center, he went to Paiapsco
Necli; then to Charles Harriman’s; then to James
Presbury’s. up the Bay; then over to Kent, on the
castern shore; then, recrossing the Bay, he went to
Wafters’s and Dallam’s, and to Pipe Creck. His
circuit took him into the midst of the most malari-
ous section of Marvland and at the sickly seazon,
and he had a severe bilious nttack which terminated
in a quartan ague. In studying his journal, which



Fravers Aspory., 29

is an excecdingly dry detail ol events, we are able
to make out ouly ihe bure outlines of the work.
There are evidences in it of a deep religious interest
among some of the people.  The doctrine of 4 sonnd,
couscious conversion and the duty of a rigid adher-
cnee to the General Rules, and secking with all ear-
nestness for perfect love, were the burden of every
sermetrt,  He made no compromises; he was intense-
Iy in carnest, and so impressed himself on all who
heard him. A proiracied meeting was then an un-
known thing. The preacher preached and went on
his way.

He was now introduced by his good sister Hu-
ling into a family which did much for the struggling
gociety. This was the family of Philip Rogers.  As-
bury's prayer was that the wicked man might be-
come a disciple of Jesus, which prayer was gracions-
Iy answered. The first revival in Baltimore began
now to cheer him. Ie remained in Daliimore for
a month, but no serviee like fo 1he modern pro-
treacted meeting was held. He preached on Sunday
three times, and on Wednesday night, and expected
results at the regular service. During all this iime
he was really an invalid; a most obstinate attaclk of
‘ague kept him in forture a large part of the time,
but no sooner was the fever gone thar he was at
work again.

He was not a man to be trifled with. He knew
his rights, and asserted them. Ie had taken cut a
regular license from the authorities under the tol-
eration act, and demanded proteetion: and when
certain drunken fellows of the baser sort raised a
riot at the widow Tribulet’s, which was promptly
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suppressed by Ihilip Rogers, who had been their
companion in &in, Mr. Asbury advised her te have
them prosecuted, and it was no fault of his that they
did not receive the punishment which they justly
descrved.

The Lhouse of the good widow was not large
enough to hold the people, and Mr. Moore invited
then 1o bis ionse. & church building was a neces-
gity, but Asbury felt that il was too great a burdeu
for him to undertake to build jt. Ile went out on
hiz couniry toor, and when he relurned he found
that Willinm Moorve had raised £104 and Philip Rog-
erg had taken np two Jots. These lots were on Love-
[y Lane. The Novewber before this Jesse Hellings-
worth, George Wells, Richard Moale, George Roh-
inson, and John Woodward purchased a lot on
Strawberry Alley on which to erect # church, and
“on the 30th of the month,” Mr. Asbury said, “we
agreed with Mr. L, to begin the brick work of the
c¢hurch,” which, according to Stevens, was com-
menced in November, 1774, On April 18, 1774, the
foundation of the house in Baltimore was laid. aud
by the middle of October it was so far completed that
they were able to preach in it. Stevens says the
Strawberry Alley church was of brick, forty-one feet
in length and thirty inveidth; that its openingwas on
Tleet street; that its pulpit was very high, and over
it hung ihe sounding board. Tt was given to the ne-
groes as early ag 1801,

There seems to have been a constant revival in
Baltimore, and Methodism made another inroad on
the ranks of the podless and wealthy planters ahont
the city,  Mr, Gough and Mr. Charles Rideeley and
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Muv, Carroll altended the preaching of Mr. Asbury;
and Captain Ridgeley was awnkened, and Mr. Gongh
after thiz was converied and joined the society.
Asbuary had now lwo very plain brick chapels in
which to preach, one at the DPoint and one in the
¢ity. Unornamented, nncomforiable honges they
were, but they were for his use.  They were simpiy
brick, barn-like buildings, witl rows of backless
benches, a high pulpit, and o sounding board. The
Methodists who attended the services here were
drilled according to the English model, for Asbhury
ras ahimost a Methodist ritualist,. The lively song,
the fervent prayer, the noisy sermon, then the ear-
nest song came in regular order. The last 1wo
lines of the hymn simg, the congregation wheeted
right about face, and, after repeating them. they all
bowed on {heir knees for praver. All were dressed
alike in sober stuff, cut in the Methodis( pattern,
and all alike eschewed ruffles, rings, and feathers.
There was no gtove in the chapel, bat they made np
for the want of artificial hent by 1lieir zeal. These
noisy meetings and lively germons drew quite a eon-
gregation to the chapel, and in the Steawberry Alley
and Lovely Lane chapels there was a decided inter-
est all the time, and probably Mr. Asbury was the
most interesting preacher in Baltimore. He could.
however, stay only three months, and then he went
to Norfolk, and it was quite a twelvemonth before
he wag in Muryland again.

Agbury’s jonrnal not ouly gives us an account of
his work for the Church, but is filled with personal
z2llusions, and we sce what were his spirifual exer-
cises and what his infellectual pursuits,
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The whole story of his religions life at this time
may be found in a few expressions. Al is presented
in them. He wasg thoroughly cousecrited to God,
and had but cue aim, and that was 1o do his will
perfectly, He had a varying experience as far as
feeling was concerned ; sometiines he was much de-
pressed, sometimes he was full of peice, sometimes
severely tempted, bul he was always telumphant.
[t mattered not how he feli, his work was always
doue,

Alr. Rankin did not understand hini,. He under-
rated him, and perhaps Mr, Asbury was a little sus-
picions of Mr. Rankin, and thought his molives ofh-
er than they were.  He had, however, no serious dis.
agreement with hine while he was in Maryland due-
ing thix stay.

He was very diligent in reading, and his reading
was of the solidest kind—Neal's History of the Puri-
tans, the Life of Calvin, the Reign of Christ, by
tinisn, and Chureh history. One can hardly sce
how Le could have found time for any reading or
study, but he was constantly at work.

Iis old friend Captain Webh came out to see
him, and remained in Baltimore for a Iittle while.
The Conference was to meet at Philadelphin the
last of May, and after a year of ugefnl work in Mary-
land he went to its session, At 1ihig Conference the
young Englishwan whe had come over the yvear he-
fore, Joseph Yearby, was admitted into the con-
nection, and Philip Gatch, a young Marylander:
but Strawbridge was left ont of the minutes, and
Asbury’s old companion. Richard Wright, wag sent
home.  The stuff of which he was made was not
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stern enough for ihe Spartan demands of men like
Rankin and Asbury, and he wags sent back te Mr,
Wesley to be used by him in England, ard disappears
as far asg we are concerned.

Poor, brave, conscientious Strawbridge was not
willing to submit lo the demands made upon him,
He wag willing to preach, and willing to suller, and
willing to die; but he was net willing to refuse the
ordinances to people who otherwise could not have
(e heeause these good churehmen said so. Ue
wis not punished, but simply ignored; and now
there were only nine assistants, bvt seven young
helpers were admitted on trial.

4l



CHAPTER V.
1774,

Mr, Asbury in New York and Daitimore—New York Again—
Discouragemenis—Mr. Rankin and Mr. Asbury—Richard
Wright Cioes Iome—Ashury’s Discipline—Religions 19xpe-
vience—IFeebleness of Body—Goes Southward—DMarylend
Again,

rIYHE Conference of 1774 elosed, and Mr. Asbury

was appoiuted again lo New York, and lie was
soon at his place. Ile was sick and tired. Mr,

Rankin was overbearing and inconsiderate, and Mr.

Asbury said that but for (he faet that he was con-

seious of the troth and goodness of the cause he

would -have gone back to England. He always
fonund preaching a great help for his depressed spir-
its, and after preaching he went to see the incorri-
gible Wright. Alas! Wright had little taste for
spirifual subjects. and his more pious nssociate says:
“Lord, keep me from all superfluity of dress and
from preaching empty stuff to please the eaz. Thng
he has fulfilled as a hiveling his day.” ;
Asbury did not find all the congregation at the
stone ehureli glad (o see him; indeed, it was de-
cidedly otherwise. “3r. €, had written him an
abusive letter, and was still exerting his unfriendly
foree  Nearly all, however, were pleased to have
him eome again, and some were comforted with the
assurance he gave that the soriety should he purged.
. He Believed in drastic remedies, as oue can see hy
(31)
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veference to his memoranda of the wedicines le
used on himself, aud he was nol inelined Lo sparve
iliose committed to his care,

The most rigid Montanist was not more uncom-
promising than Asbury was, The sociely was no
hospital to help the sick to convalescenee, and if
the taves were in the ficld, up the tares must eome,
The sovicty was intended to Lelp men and women to
be good who were anxious 1o be g0, and its rnles were
laid down for that purpose, and those rules ~vonld
be observed, and ought to be observed, and musl be
obscerved,” He went to the 8. Paul's Churclh as
uzual, but clearly zaw swhere the gospel ministry
was, HBvidently it was in hig view at the Mefhaodisg
meetinghonse on John sireel. He went oul iulo
the meadows—where that was we do not know, but
long lines of buildings have doubtless covered those
meadows long ago—and there preached with plain-
ness and power, and then preached in the city on
Tuesday evening, and on Wednesday felt his henrt
glowing with divine love. **Blessed be God,” he
savs, “my soul is kept in peace and power and love.”
Hig stay in New York was uneventful; he spent the
larger part of hig time in the city and made regnlar
preaching tonrs inte the country round abont. His
old adversary, Mr. Lnupton, was entively changed.
He was on the best of ferms with Asbury now that
his old favorite, Wright, was gone,

The vear in New York was one of great trial in
many wayvs. The socicty was not what he thonght
it ought to be. There had been undue haste in re-
ceiving people into it,and their heartswere not right.
AMr. Rankin was not agrecable, and wiote him nn-
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pleasant lecters; his heallh was not good, for he
had now been sick ten montls and many days cloge-
Iy coufined, but yet had preached (hree hundred
times and ridden nearly two thousand miles. In
all these trials and {oils the heart of the pure young.
man was moving heavenward, and one day he says:
* My soulis not so intently devoted to Geod as T would
have it, thongh my desires for spirituality ave very
strone.”  Then again: “My heart enjoys great frec-
dom and much peace, and love Hoth toeward God
and man. Lord, ever keep me from all sin and in-
crease the graces of the Holy Spirit in my soul.” I
was mueh blessed,” he says, “at intercession to-day,
but shut up in preaching tonight.,” He makes great
digcoveries of defects and weaknesses,  ITe riges
carly, but is weak in body and mind. “Now his
mind is eahn and comfortable, 1hen he is assanlted
by heavy trials.”  “Ilis soul is at peace, but longs
for to be more devoted to God.” “He feels some
conviction for slecping too long. aud Lis mind is
froubled about a conversation between Mr. 13, Mr. 8.,
and himself.”  Then his mind is free. and his goul
delightz in God. “ITe taketl such possession of my
heart as to keep ont all desire for created objects.
In due time I hope throngh Christ to enter into full
fruition.”

I have cited 1hese extraets from his jonrnal, not
that they are importaut as giving us a trne insight
into the man, but to show how varying was the ree-
ord le made—as varying as the record of any con-
scientions man who morbidly chronicles all the phas-
es of his ehanging sensations,  In all this time his
faith never wavered, Lis love never abated. and his
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loyalty 10 God had nei the slightest weakening;
and one cunnet but vegret 1hal Le evidently pui sueh
greal siress upon these phases of mere sensation,
and cannot but regret as well the wmorbidity with
which he lecked upon the vielation of some arbi-
irary rules he had adopted as sing